WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



1 . Aprocessforproduci n j[ a p o 1 y c a r bp n_a te xe.si.n. 

which comprises performing melt polycondensation of 
pentacyclopentadecanedi me thanol represented by the 
following general formula (1) and/or the following 
general formula (2) or pentacyclopentadecane- 
dimethanol represented by the general formula (1) 
and/or the general formula (2) and diol represented 
by the following general formula (3) with carbonic 
acid diester in the presence of a catalyst containing 
at least one compound selected from the group 
consisting of zinc compounds, tin compounds, lead 
compounds, zirconium compounds and hafnium 
compounds; 




HOCH 2 — X-CH 2 OH (3) 
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wherein X is an alkylene group having 3 to 14 carbon 

atoms or a c y c 1 o a 1 k y 1 e n e group having 4 to 14 carbon 
atoms. 



2. The process according to claim 1, wherein 

said catalyst is at least one compound selected from the 
group consisting of the general formulas ZnY 2 , SnY 2 , 
SnY 4 , R 2 SnO, R 2 SnY 2 , R 2 Sn(OR') 2 , PbY 2 , PbY 4 , ZrOY 2 , 
ZrY 4 , Zr(OR) 4 , HfY 4 and Hf(OR) 4 in which Y is a halogen 
atom, a carboxyl group having 1 to 18 carbon atoms, an 
a c e t y 1 a c e t o n a t e group or a hydrogen atom and R and R' 
Rj are, each independently, an alkyl group having 1 to 4 

CJ carbon atoms or an aryl group having 6 to 10 carbon 



" fesl atoms 
S3 

Cj 

W 



3. The process according to claim 1, wherein 
said catalyst is at least one compound selected from the 
group consisting of zinc acetate, zinc benzoate, zinc 

a c e t y 1 a c e t o n a t e , tin acetate, tin chloride, dibutyltin 
oxide, dibutyltin laurate, lead acetate, zirconium 
oxyacetate, zirconium a c e t y 1 a c e t o n a t e , zirconium 
chloride, zirconium phenoxide, zirconium butoxide and 
hafnium acetylacetonate. 

4. The process according to claim 1, wherein an 
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amount of said catalyst is 1 0 * 9 to 10' 3 mol to sum total 1 
mol o f p e n t a c y c 1 o p e n t a d e c a n e d i m e t h a n o 1 represented by 
the general fouraula (1) and/or the general formula (_2Jf 
and diol represented by the general formula (3). 
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